South Pointe High School (002841)
IB Language Policy

Introduction

South Pointe High School offers a challenging program of academic study designed to prepare all students for success beyond high school.  The curriculum incorporates real-world experiences within a college preparatory teaching/learning environment that nurtures the development of students as active citizens, leaders, scholars, and researchers.   

Philosophy

Language is an essential component to learning within any discipline and allows opportunity for the acquisition of knowledge and meaning. Effective language learning and communication must be fostered within all IB disciplines and aspects of the school community. Therefore, our philosophy is that all teachers are language teachers. Teachers must recognize the language needs of all students and work to meet these needs both in and out of the classroom.  Language is an expression of culture and should be valued as an integral part of the student’s identity. 
Goals/Aims

Our goal is for students to achieve proficiency in English, the language of instruction, as well as the second language of Spanish. We realize that all students will not obtain proficiency of a second language at the same rate. Therefore, it is important that the acquisition of the second language be viewed as a continuum that allows each student to progress at an individualized pace. Our language programs aim to enable students to develop language skills in a variety of contexts and purposes so that they may become proficient and use language effectively, confidently, and accurately. Students are encouraged to explore language as a means to fully understand and appreciate varied perspectives of other cultures.  Our program also aims to develop students’ awareness of the role of language within all academic disciplines.  
IB Language Opportunities and Second Language Acquisition
The language of instruction at South Pointe High School is English. South Pointe High School offers English A: Literature at Higher Level as the only opportunity for Language A. In an effort to address the individual strengths and weaknesses of our students, South Pointe High School will allow students the opportunity to register for English A: Literature at Standard Level; however, we are unable to offer this course as a separate section.  Therefore, English A: Literature Standard Level candidates enroll in the Higher Level course, and the teacher adjusts the instruction and evaluation to meet the students’ needs and curriculum requirements. 
South Pointe High School offers Spanish B Standard Level and Spanish Ab Initio. Students enrolling in Spanish B Standard Level have successfully completed a minimum of two semesters of course work in the respective language. Students that have not completed the prerequisite course work have an opportunity to enroll in the Spanish Ab Initio course.  On a case-by-case basis or as a specific student need arises, South Pointe High School will allow students the opportunity to register for Spanish B at Higher Level; however, we are unable to offer this course as a separate section.  Therefore, Spanish B Higher Level candidates enroll in the Standard Level course, and the teacher adjusts the instruction and evaluation to meet the students’ needs and curriculum requirements. Also on a case-by-case basis or as a specific student need arises, students may enroll in the French Ab Initio or Mandarin Ab Initio online courses through Pamoja Education.
Mother Tongue Support
Typically, fewer than 5% of the South Pointe High School student body has a mother tongue other than English, and if so, the vast majority of these students’ mother tongue is Spanish, although they represent various home countries and cultures.
South Pointe High School acknowledges the importance of supporting students with a mother tongue other than English.  Information regarding the first language (mother tongue) spoken in the student’s home is collected through various state-mandated and district administered surveys.  Information is placed within our database and is accessible by school teachers and staff.  Teachers are encouraged to use this information when planning and developing units of instruction that include opportunities to support students of a mother tongue other than English and their respective cultures.  South Pointe High School also provides additional mother tongue support through our ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Language) teacher and learning lab classes.  Inclusion instruction is offered with the support and further assistance of the ESOL teacher to assist students that may have difficulty understanding the content presented in the language of instruction, English.
Professional Development

South Pointe High School language teachers have collaborated with local leaders and colleagues of the Winthrop University Writing Project to discuss and share various reading and writing strategies as well as instructional practices.  Teachers have continued to work diligently and collaboratively to implement strategies that will assist in efforts to improve student comprehension and writing as well as ensure effective language acquisition.  Departments also work collaboratively to update units (using an Understanding by Design model) that will accommodate the diverse and varied needs of our students, including their linguistic and cultural backgrounds.
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