SPHS (002841) IB ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY
The IBO defines malpractice as behavior that results in, or may result in, the student or any other student gaining an unfair advantage in one or more assessment components.  South Pointe High extends this to include any assignments/activities in or related to the IB classroom.  Malpractice includes the following:


Plagiarism: the representation of the ideas or work of another person as the candidate’s own.

Collusion:  supporting malpractice by another candidate, as in allowing one’s work to be copied or  submitted for assessment by another.


Duplication of work:  the presentation of the same work for different assessment components

and/or diploma requirements.

Unfortunately, malpractice is a growing concern, especially with high achieving students.  The IB faculty wants to take all possible steps to make sure this does not take place. Students are guided to reference the IBO guide to Effective Citing and Referencing located in the IB section of the school’s Advanced Studies website. This is also one reason that many internal assessments are carried out in steps.  This process allows the teacher to see student work at each stage and allows the student to discuss their work with the teacher along the way.  If the teacher notes a drastic change in work after a part of the process/discussion, there is concern that malpractice may have taken place.  Students are also required to turn in work electronically for major papers so that a plagiarism program may be used as an additional check.

There are penalties for malpractice.  Those for IBO may be found in the Diploma Programme Regulations, available in the IB section of the SPHS Advanced Studies website.  The penalties for South Pointe High can be found in the school handbook under cheating. The offense does become a part of the discipline record of the student.  In addition, if a student participates in malpractice twice in the same course, he/she will not be allowed to take the IB exam for the course in which the malpractice took place the second time.  There will not be reimbursement of the exam fees.

Some other examples of behaviors that are forms of malpractice:

· Failure to properly reference/cite sources
· Looking on someone else’s paper during an assignment/test/quiz

· Cutting and pasting articles from the Internet

· Telling someone who has not taken a test/quiz that material

· Conferring with others on an assignment when the teacher has given instructions to work alone

· Writing notes in convenient places and referring to them on a test/quiz

· Sliding your paper in viewing range of another student during a test/quiz

· Working out signals/text messaging during a test/quiz

· Using translator programs instead of translating yourself

· Fabricating data for an assignment 
· Printing or sharing homework, lab reports, or projects with a friend

· Using work for more than one class when it is not assigned as a joint assignment

These are just some examples.  The basic rule is if in doubt, don’t do it.
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